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Jane wrote  an article for 

Central Horse News on 

άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ IǳƴǘŜǊ Cƛǘέ 

and will address SHB GB 

AGM and Judges seminar 

again in 2011 on equine 

conformation and perform-

ance, in addition to her role 

as  veterinary consultant to 

the BEF Futurity Scheme. 

Stewart is external Head 

Examiner Chiropractics for 

the University of Wales. He 

also spoke on myopathies at  

the McTimony Chiropractors 

AGM recently. The only vet 

awarded a prestigious Hon. 

Fellowship of the Society of 

Master Saddlers, he recently 

adjudicated their exams.  

In June, Philip spoke at a 

BEVA Equine Nursing  

Course in Wales on foal care  

and will shortly go to Ireland 

to speak on Strangles for 

Intervet SP Animal Health, 

following  the recent publi-

cation of his scientific paper 

in the Equine Veterinary 

Journal. 

Practice News 
Nixon Equine vets team is expanding again and we are delighted to welcome Andrew 

Wallace to the vets team + Nicola Stothard to the support team. We are also providing 

veterinary cover on 30th August bank holiday at Winslow Horse Show; and our Client 

Coordinator & Equine Technician Debbie Spears, will judge the showing classes. 

24/7 Service 
Our 24/7 equine veterinary emergency service is staffed by our own vet team. 
We also provide equine veterinary care from our own clinic and routine visits 
to client yards. ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
horse and offer FREE phone advice Mon-Fri 8.00-9.00 am. 

Evening Talks 

While talks usually occur at Nixon Equine Vets  clinic at Maids Moreton, a new 
series of equine educational talks is planned at Addington Manor Equestrian 
Centre in the Autumn. Tickets cost £5 including refreshments. Profits go to 
our nominated charity. The talks schedule will appear soon on our website.  

Super Savers  

¶ FREE Client yard visits if booked 5 working days in advance 

¶ £48.50 All-inclusive dental package with sedation at the clinic or client yard if necessary 

¶ £12.50 Microchip when booked alongside a client yard visit or clinic consultation 

¶ £10.00 Faecal egg count including veterinary interpretation and advice on a suitable worming programme.   

  24/7 equine veterinary emergencies Tel: 01280 813258  www.nixonequinevets.com 

Newsletter kindly sponsored 

by Fort Dodge Animal 

Health, Animal Health Care, 
and Animal Health Products 

Juliet Blayney & Olwen  Lloyd 

remain on the NEV vets team 

but no longer in front-line 

roles due to family commit-

ments. Juliet provides all-

important locum support and 

was duty vet at Whaddon 

Chase Pony Club Camp this 

year, which her own 3 pony 

mad children also attended. 

A graduate of  Liverpool Vet 

School + Equine Practice, 

Cert., Andrew  is an experi-

enced vet with 5 years at  

Pool House Equine Practice 

+ a stud season in New 

Zealand. His interest is  

orthopaedics & reproduc-

tion. Very athletic; he is an 

άLǊƻƴ aŀƴέ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ  ƭƛƎƘǘΦ 

Following a colic emergency at a recent Addington 
Manor Equestrian Centre show, Nixon Equine re-
ceived this note from an owner: 
 

Dear Jane  ñThank you again for your superb response 

to Chablisô acute colic at Addington last week ... The 

speed of the intervention ensured there was no need for 

major surgery ... Once again thank you for all your 

assistance. I suspect that had you not acted so quickly 

there might have been a much less happy outcome.ò 

J Lewes in Wales 

Milton Keynes Riding Club 
Nixon Equine Vets are also hosted the launch of the 
exciting new Milton Keynes Riding Club! Photos of the 
launch event and full details will appear on the Nixon 

Equine Vets website soon!  

Debbie (pictured right) breeds and shows Highland Ponies from her own small 

stud based in Newton Longville. She is a Highland Pony Society in-hand panel 

judge and also sits on the BSH, BSPA, BSPS, NPS and Ponies UK judges panels. 
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Get your hunter fit 
 

Jane Nixon MA, Vet MB, BSc, MRCVS, 

MFH recently wrote an article for Central 

IƻǊǎŜ bŜǿǎ ƻƴ άƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳƴǘŜǊ ŦƛǘέΤ ŀ 

topic on which she is well qualified to speak, 

not only as an experienced equine vet, but 

in her role as Field Master of the Grafton 

Hunt. An extract of the article follows, 

which can also be read on our website. 

Pictured right: Jane Nixon jumping her horse Paddy 
 
 

Purchasing a hunter  

¶ Consider carefully the purchase of a hunter for 
ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀƳŜƴǘΦ  

¶ Have 2 hours hunting on the horse or observe for 2 hours to ensure it suits you. 

¶ The horse must have good feet i.e. strong hoof capsules or shoes will be lost. The 
hind legs must have good strong hocks neither straight nor sickle.  

 

The year round: commencing 1st May 

¶ Feet should be regularly trimmed at 4 weeks. Flu, herpes and tetanus 
vaccinations should be up to date.  

¶ Sort out the previous seasons problems such as sore backs or any aches or strains. 
Do not leave until mid-season. 

¶ 9ƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǎŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŦŀǘΤ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƭŀƳƛƴƛǘƛǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ 
founder. On  1st July do a worm egg count + blood test for tape worm.  

¶ Walk for 6 weeks starting at 10 minutes a day, building up to 1.5 hours daily. 

¶ Only 5 minutes daily road trotting is needed for maximum toning of bones; 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŘŜǘǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘǊƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎΦ  

¶ Constantly check saddle fit as the horse loses weight and muscles develop.  

¶ !ǊǊŀƴƎŜ ŀ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ǘŜŜǘƘ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ōƛǘǘƛƴƎ κ ǎƻǊŜ 
mouth problems and ensure good mastication. Repeat at Christmas. 

¶ Good stable ventilation is extremely important. The majority of under 
performance is caused by respiratory conditions related to poor ventilation.  

 

Know your horse 

¶ It is vital to know before the season how much the horse eats & drinks,  the num- 
ber & consistency of its faeces daily. Variation may indicate he is below par and 
early action is necessary to ensure the horse is able to continue hunting regularly.  

 

The hunting day 

¶ The horse should be given a normal early morning feed + a small hay-net . There 
ƛǎ ŀ с ƘƻǳǊ ǊǳƭŜΤ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ с ƘƻǳǊǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ƭƻŀŘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊǊȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘŀōƭŜΦ !ƴȅ 
longer than that often starts to cause gastric ulcer problems.  

¶ If your horse goes lame out hunting do not carry on. If he has any form of open 
wound, STOP; particularly if it is over a joint or a tendon sheath, it is essential to 
stop so that dirt does not get into these vital structures.  

¶ If your horse gets a kick on the forearm or the back leg, cannon or stifle, STOP. If 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƛǎ ƭŀƳŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ƘŀƛǊƭƛƴŜ ŦǊŀŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ 
true fracture. If he is not lame, walk very gently back to the box and go home. Do 
ƴƻǘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǿŜƭƭ ƧǳƳǇ ŀ ŦŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ƭŜƎ Ƴŀȅ ōǊŜŀƪΦ  

¶ Make very careful examination must for thorns, pricks to the sole, other foreign 
bodies, bruising, heat, pain, redness or swelling, indicating inflammation which 
should be dealt with immediately.  A very good book which will help you with 
this is  {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ IŀǎǘƛŜΩǎ ¢ƘŜ .I{ ±ŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ aŀƴǳŀƭΣ YŜƴƛƭǿƻǊǘƘ tǊŜǎǎ [ǘŘΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flies & other pests 
 

Love them or, more likely, hate them, flies are everywhere during the 

summer months. They seem to have a ceaseless desire to annoy and 

cause harm to both human and animal. 

 

And horses seem to be at the top of their targeted species. 

Buzzing around the ears, biting their bodies, and laying eggs 

(and subsequently maggots) in any exposed wounds if given 

ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΦ {ƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻŜΣ 

how we can best protect our horses from their attacks, and 

what can be done if our carefully laid defences are breached 

visit our website and vet Andrew Wallace will tell you more. 

òWest Nileó disease 

With West Nile Virus now reaching central Europe; please see Philip 

LǾŜƴǎΩ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀπ

tion on West Nile virus please email  philip@nixonequinevets.co.uk.  

Clinic contacts 

Overton Fields, Towcester Road 
Maids Moreton, Buckingham 
Buckinghamshire, MK18 1RE 
Telephone: 01280 813258 
Email: info@nixonequinevets.co.uk 
Website: www.nixonequinevets.com   

COOPERS FLY 
REPELLENT  + £25 
from Nixon Equine Vets 

 

Repels and kills biting and 
other flies and lice - aids in 

control of sweet itch. 
 

Up to 4 days protection! 

 

 

Is your horse travelling to 
Europe or North America? 

YES? Then a NEW vaccine is 
available and licensed in the 
UK against West Nile Virus; 
which is now in central and 
southern Europe. See our 

website for details. 

West Nile 

Virus Vaccine 
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